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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP RESOURCES SECTOR AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.11 pm]: I am pleased to 
inform the house today of the encouraging statewide response to the Department of Mines and Petroleum’s 
inaugural community partnership resources sector award. This exciting new award will publicly recognise 
companies and communities that are working together to build constructive partnerships within the resources 
sector. The award has generated widespread interest throughout the state, with an impressive 26 nominations 
received for collaborative projects in the south west, goldfields–Esperance, the midwest and Pilbara regions. 
Included in the 26 nominations are initiatives in diverse areas such as education, infrastructure, Indigenous 
employment, health and social, and community engagement. Encouragingly, the nominations also represent the 
diversity of our state’s resources sector, with both small and large-scale collaborations throughout our remote 
and regional communities. Nominations for the award are now closed and will be evaluated by an assessment 
panel that will make recommendations to the selection committee. The assessment panel will consist of 
representatives from various state government departments, universities and the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation. A transparent assessment will be undertaken and will assess each submission 
on the positive social benefits the partnership brings to the broader community. The assessment panel will 
consider a number of factors when undertaking its assessment, including leadership in engagement, the benefits 
the collaboration brings to the community, and the project’s commitment to providing sustaining and enduring 
outcomes. Based on these factors, the selection committee will then determine the partnerships most deserving of 
an award or certificate of merit. The winners will be announced at the inaugural Awards for Excellence night 
held by the Department of Mines and Petroleum on 27 October 2016. The event will also commemorate 25 years 
of the Golden Gecko Awards for Environmental Excellence. I am pleased and encouraged by the number and 
quality of the applicants for this award, and look forward to announcing the winner at this exciting new event. 
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